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The Jewish festival of Hanukkah celebrates God’s unexpected provision during the winter of 165 B.C. An evil Greek overlord
named Antiochus IV had infuriated the ancient Israelites by erecting a statue of Zeus in the Temple, by sacrificing a pig on the
altar, and by proclaiming himself to be a god. Not known for his humility, Antiochus minted coins with his features on the face of
Zeus. He called himself Theus Epiphanes meaning “the god manifest.” Trying to exterminate Israel’s faith, Antiochus burned

copies of the Torah, and killed circumcised infants and anyone observing the Sabbath.

So some brave priests rose up and began three years of guerrilla warfare. After rallying the population, they liberated Jerusalem.
Entering the temple, they found that every drop of oil was defiled, except one small cruse bearing the seal of the High Priest. The
cruse had only enough oil to burn one day, but miraculously it burned for 8 days. And so to this day, our Jewish friends celebrate

this unexpected provision, when God’s presence, power, and provision gave reassurance and strength to a persecuted people.

In her book, The Hiding Place, Corrie ten Boom offers a contemporary example of God’s unexpected provision. Corrie and her
sister Betsy were in a Nazi concentration camp. When Betsy grew very ill, Corrie secured a small bottle of medicine. She meted
out the medicine, drop by drop, to Betsy. Though the bottle was dark, she sensed that it was almost empty. Fearing for Betsy’s life,

Corrie wanted to hoard the medicine. But she saw hundreds of other sick women around them. Then Betsy told her, “Share the

medicine. Let God provide.” And God did provide. For weeks, Corrie gave person after person the life—_



